Quantitative Papers (eg Randomised Control Trials)
Questions to help you make sense of a paper.
Adapted from: Greenhalgh,T and Taylor, R. How to read a paper: Papers that go beyond numbers (qualitative research). BMJ, 1997;315:740-743 and work by John Wright, Consultant in Clinical Epidemiology, Bradford Royal Infirmary, by Nick Price.

Question 1: Did the paper address a clearly focused issue?

· population

· intervention

· outomes

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 2:Was the assignment of patients to treatments randomised and was the randomisation concealed?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 3:Were all of the patients who entered the trial properly accounted for at its conclusion?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Were they analysed in the groups to which they were randomised?.

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 4: Were patients, health workers and researchers ‘blind’ to the treatment?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 5:Were groups similar at the start of the treatment?
e.g. in terms of other factors that might affect outcome.
	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 6:Were the groups treated equally other than the experimental intervention? 
	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 7: What are the results? Are they clinically important?
How large is the treatment effect? Is this statistically important? What is the probability this occurred by chance?
	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 8: Are the results clinically important?
What are the NNTs, NNHs, would you take this treatment?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 9: Are the findings of the study transferable to other clinical settings?
Are your patients similar or different to those in the trial? Are you working in a similar context?
	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 10:Were all the clinically important outcomes considered?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 11:Does this fit with your and your patients’ values and preferences?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:

Question 12: Will your patients’ needs and preferences be met by this regimen?

	Yes
	Can’t tell
	No

	
	
	


Comment:
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